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Ritchie velthuis  
is one of the most prolific 

contemporary sculptors in Alberta 
and a well-known cultural activist. 
After completing the Design 
Arts Program at Grant MacEwan 
College, Velthuis worked as a 
graphic designer for several years 
but was always drawn back to a 
fine art sensibility.
He has devoted the last 25 years 
to the exploration of sculpture in 
various mediums, including clay, 
resin, stone, cement, ice, and 
snow. Ritchie Velthuis is a focused 
and considerate artist. He has 
developed a repertoire of strong 
community-based works. 
His impressive body of work has 
been enthusiastically received 
among his peers and mentors and 
can be found in several private 
and public collections throughout 
Alberta.

adapted from https://harcourthouse.
ab.ca/ritchie-velthuis-2/

           c            r i t i q u e s

meet our critic from  
the May meeting, Ritchie Velthuis

Mary Fitzgerald
The more I look the more I see. I 
detect a kind of pulling back and 
forth in beautiful ways. The reddish 
highlights add a subtle contrast that 
pulls the viewer in.

Nola Bukvi
Dramatic, romantic, the light is good. 
Good details and perspective in the 
boat. Nice composition.

Donna Chamberlain
Nice palette, and the composition 
works well. Not necessary to add more 
colour.

M Salayi
Love your mark making, the looseness 
and the brushstrokes. Perhaps Payne’s 
Grey could be used to darken the base 
of the middle trees to ground them.

https://www.adawong.ca/about
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c r i t i q u e s    ( c o n t i n u e d )

Betty Dean
Love the underwater look to this. The 
white highlights are very attractive.

Linda Nelson
I like your use of complementaries. 
Nice interplay of lights and darks. 
Narrow the foreground to one third of 
the painting, to increase the impact of 
the horizon and sky. 

t Richard St. Amant
A very fun piece. Try using more duct 
tape in more areas of the face to 
harmonize the surface area here. I would 
hang this in my home.

Judy White
Good control of watercolour. The 
focal point of the boat and man could 
be made slightly bigger to lessen 
the negative space. The water in the 
negative space works well.

Yvonne Bilan-Wallace
Very nice. Some darker stitching 
towards the mid to bottom of the 
piece will create more definition.

Judy Koch
Beautiful. Love the colours and shadow 
treatments. The handles of the 
wheelbarrow can be misread.

Seraya Smit
The way you’ve captured light is well 
done. Well composed. The layering of 
acrylics gives this a nice glazed look.
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c r i t i q u e s    ( c o n t i n u e d )

Rob Guetre      u
This is beautiful, Excellent 
presentation. Sporadically adding a bit 
of bright yellow with a palette knife 
would increase the intensity of the 
flames. Has an illustrative quality.

Jenny Rodrigue
A very nice composition. Make your 
colours cooler in the background by 
adding grey. The flora in the front 
could use a bit more intensity.

Ada Wong
A thoughtful, simple composition, 
effective. Extremely well done. The 
splatters by using masking fluid works 
well for the speckled effect.

Johanne Septou
Good composition. I like some of the 
abstract treatment. The background 
yellows could be grayed a little.

Rebecca Viezel
Nicely rendered. Incorporate lines into 
the drawing for added definition. The 
head is well placed.

Sachiko Motoda
Very interesting subtly rendered scene. 
The mountains and the trees are 
interesting. A pleasant work.

Gail Farewell
A whole bunch of fun with 
watercolour, it’s beautiful. The mid 
range could be simplified a bit less 
colour. Nice mark making.
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c r i t i q u e s    ( c o n t i n u e d )

Michaela Yanish
Beautifully rendered. The composition 
could be tighter to create more 
impact. The interaction between 
the copper and green is striking. The 
shadows need to have crisper edges.

Frances Hessels
Beautiful and thoughtfully done. The 
smile on the girl’s face is engaging.   

Why not post 
your work on 
our Facebook & 
Instagram pages?

don’t be shy!

Sharing your art will help inspire others!
 When others see the art you create and your 
process, many will want to pursue their own 

creative/art journey. 
It’s amazing how one’s creative actions can 
encourage others to create and make art. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/edmontonartclub
https://www.instagram.com/edmontonartclub/
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UP  C O M I N G
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        GALLERY                                               ART SUPPLIES                                     ART CLASSES                     

10032 81 AVE 
EDMONTON AB 
Kim@paintspot.ca 
P: 780 432 0240 
PAINTSPOT.CA  
 

Big, Big Portrait 
Show  

Everyone is invited to participate! It’s as easy as 1-2-3: 
Get a 12×12” gallery profile canvas or birch panel. 
Create an image related to the theme: “Portraits!” 
Bring it to The Paint Spot from June 1 – June 26, 2024. 
  

CALL FOR 
ARTISTS 

 

Gallery Profile 
12x12” 

Canvas $10.50 
Birch Panel $13.50 

SALE 

Exhibition June 26 to August 26,  2024 
  

paintspot.ca
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10441 123 St, Edmonton, Alberta T5N 1N8      P:   780.426.4649      E:   jake@jakesframing.com

Jake’s Framing offers superior custom picture framing including museum-grade 
picture framing, specialized mat‑cutting, canvas painting stretching, dry‑mounting, 

and engraving.

“I strive to provide the best customer service in the industry at a fair price. 
Please give me a chance to frame your artwork and I promise you won’t be disappointed.”

Jake Lewis    Owner of Jake’s Framing since 1993

Looking for pre-made frames?
Jake recommends VESTATE

16602 - 114 Ave NW
Ph. 780 433 1695





I am pleased that my painting, “Browsing the 
Book Stalls” will represent CSPWC in the International 

Watercolour XV Biennial, Mexico 2024-2025 Exhibition.
The exhibition goes for a year in Mexico City

                                           Frances Hessels  

I love my country, Canada, 
for its incredible atmosphere, 

but I have a special affection for the 
western Canadian vistas, especially 
the Rocky Mountains. The forests 

and their vibrant variety of colors 
captivate me. Everywhere you look, 
you’re mesmerized by stunning 
hues and compositions, each scene 
begging to be captured on canvas.
I adore the mountain landscapes and 
the vast wilderness, which provide 
endless pleasure and opportunities to 
choose angles and colors that make 
my art unique. This appreciation 
spans the entire year, not confined 
to a single place or season. Painting 
during the snow season brings me 
immense joy. Despite the harsh 
weather, the beauty and colors 
are ever-present. The challenge of 
finding colors in landscapes blanketed 
with white snow, reflecting the 

sky and surrounding hues, 
is particularly 

rewarding. We artists must thank 
Mother Nature for offering such a 
diverse palette and array of subjects 
throughout the year.

M.Salayi

m e mb  e r  h i g h l i g h t s   

Western Canadian Beauty
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https://www.edmontonartclub.com/


June 2024	 Edmonton Art Club	 13

We’re grateful to the Alberta 
Foundation of the Arts for 
their continuing support.

As the primary arts resource and 
grant-funding body in Alberta, the 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts 
helps to unleash the potential of 

every artist through funding, arts promotion, and capacity-
building. We provide behind-the-scenes support to artists and 
arts organizations, giving them the power to inspire minds, 
encourage expression, foster creativity, and contribute to 
Alberta’s economy. From story time at local libraries to annual 
festivals on neighbourhood streets, the arts are active in your 
community. Albertans celebrate and support the arts as artists, 
volunteers, donors, and attendees at local arts events and 
activities. Experience, celebrate, and take pride in the arts—
they’re all around you! 
Read more at affta.ab.ca/home.

Visual Arts Alberta – CARFAC is a Provincial Arts Service 
Organization funded provincially and municipally that provide 
a communications hub between members of the visual arts 
community and the general public. Visual Arts Alberta – 
CARFAC is the affiliate for the national arts organization 
Canadian Artists Representation/le Front des artistes canadiens 
(CARFAC) in the province of Alberta.
CARFAC Alberta Office & Project Space:
3rd Fl., 10215-112 St., Edmonton, AB
Hours: Wednesday to Friday, 10–4pm and Saturday 12–4pm
t 780.421.1731  tf 1.866.421.1731
carfacalberta.com
general@carfacalberta.com

T h a n k  Y  o u !

10660 -105 St. NW, Edmonton 	
7359 - 104 St. NW, Edmonton

West Edmonton Mall
8882, 170th St NW, Edmonton

11116 - 120 Street NW, Edmonton

10441 123 Street NW, Edmonton

10032 - 81 Ave NW, Edmonton

Thanks to Colours, Delta Art and Drafting Supplies, The Paint Spot, and the Strathcona Art Society for their ongoing 
support in helping to distribute the EAC newsletters! 
And thanks to the following businesses who give generous discounts to EAC members!

http://affta.ab.ca/home
http://www.carfacalberta.com
mailto:general%40carfacalberta.com?subject=

